
1 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
THE LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 

 
April 19, 2016 

 
The City Council also sits as the Lemon Grove Housing Authority, Lemon Grove Sanitation District 

Board, Lemon Grove Roadway Lighting District Board, and Lemon Grove 
Successor Agency 

 
 

 
Call to Order 
 

Members present: Mayor Mary Sessom, Mayor Pro Tem George Gastil, Councilmember Jerry Jones, 
Councilmember Jennifer Mendoza, and Councilmember Racquel Vasquez. 

Members absent: None. 
 
City Staff present:  Lydia Romero, City Manager,  David DeVries, Development Services Director; 
Mike James, Public Works Director; Tim Gabrielson, Interim City Engineer; James P. Lough, City 
Attorney; Lt. May, Sheriff’s Department; Gilbert Rojas, Interim Finance Director; Rick Sitta, Fire Chief; 
and Laureen Ryan Ojeda, Administrative Analyst. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance - Cub Scout Pack 108 presented a Flag Ceremony. 

  
Changes to the Agenda 
 

Lydia Romero removed Consent Calendar item 1. H Professional Services Agreement Addenda 
with CityPlace Planning and noted that it will be placed on a future City Council agenda. 
 
Public Comment 

 
Sebastian Mojica, a local student, commented on the disrepair of a wall on Mariposa Lane and 
asked for permission and a financial contribution from City Council to beautify this wall with 
artwork. 

Dominque Guzman, a local student, showed her sketch for the artwork to be put, by the 
students, at Mariposa Lane. 

Dana Richardson, Lemon Grove Heal Zone, commented on the previous grant to work with the 
City of Lemon Grove and that they have been granted a new grant to look at Policy and System 
changes; he expressed gratitude to the City and looks forward to more great things in Lemon 
Grove. 

Yana Beyer commented on her concern for zoning changes and that it will increase traffic on 
Palm Street and Golden Avenue. 

 
1. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of City Council Minutes 

April 5, 2016 Regular Meeting 
B. Ratification of Payment Demands 
C. Waive Full Text Reading of All Ordinances and Resolutions on the Agenda 
D. Financial Audit Services Agreement 
E. Amendment to the Agreement for Tree Maintenance Services 
F. Agreement for Claims Management Services 
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G. Code Enforcement Hearing Officers Recruitment 
I.   Professional Services Agreement with Dudek for the Preparation of a Program   

Environmental Impact Report for the General Plan Update 
 
Action: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gastil, seconded by Councilmember Jones, to approve 
the Consent Calendar passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Gastil, Jones, Mendoza, Vasquez 

Resolution No. 2016-3402:Resolution of the City Council of the Lemon Grove City Council 

Authorizing an Amendment to the Agreement Between the City of Lemon Grove and Badawi & 
Associates to Provide Financial Auditing Services 

Resolution No. 2016-3403: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 

California Approving a Tree Maintenance Services Agreement Amendment with West Coast 
Arborists, Inc. for Tree Maintenance Services in the City of Lemon Grove 

Resolution No. 2016-3404: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 

California Awarding a Claims Management Services Agreement to George Hills Company 

Resolution No. 2016-3405: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California Awarding an Agreement to Prepare a Program Environmental Impact Report for the 
General Plan Update 

Mayor Sessom moved item No. 4 up on the agenda. 
 
4. Public Hearing to Consider an Appeal AA1-600-0001 of the Development Services 

Director Determination Regarding the Denial of a Home Occupation Permit 
Application for General Gunsmithing 

 
David DeVries stated that on February 16, 2016, James Woods applied for a home occupation 
permit for general gunsmithing under the business name CJ’s Custom Shop. Mr. Woods was 
informed by staff that the term “gunsmithing” is not specified as a permitted use in any zone in 
the City and therefore would not be allowed as a home occupation in the Residential 
Low/Medium Zone. Staff met with Mr. Woods and suggested that a zoning amendment be 
applied for to allow the City Council to consider gunsmithing and related restrictions as a home 
occupation or permitted use in commercial zones in the City and the applicant opted for an 
appeal of the decision to deny the home occupation application. The same day, Mr. Woods was 
issued an official letter of denial for his home occupation permit from the Development Services 
Department.  

On February 25, 2016, Mr. Woods filed an appeal application stating that the denial of a home 
occupation permit was unwarranted because it is an acceptable accessory use and in 
compliance with home occupation provisions, that all required Federal and State permits will be 
obtained, and other reasons. 

The applicant has submitted a letter identifying the justification for the home occupation. Staff 
has no additional response to the applicant’s justification, except that a garage is not allowed to 
be converted into an office or workshop in a single-family home unless a new two-car garage is 
provided. 

The Municipal Code is constructed as a restrictive code and it identifies only the uses that are 
allowed by right or by discretionary permit. Where the Municipal Code is silent or a particular 
use does not meet the functional and/or operational characteristics of an identified allowable 
use, that use is prohibited. Should the Council wish to continue to categorize the business solely 
as gunsmithing, a term not found in the LGMC, the Council may uphold the decision of the 
Development Services Director, further denying the home occupation permit. Should the 



3 

Council wish to categorize gunsmithing as maintenance and repair of consumer goods, a 
permitted use in the General Commercial Zone, the Council may reverse the decision of the 
Development Services Director and approve the home occupation permit. Under the approval 
scenario, the home occupation permit would be conditionally issued and, in accordance with the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) provisions, the home occupation permit for 
gunsmithing would require a Federal Firearm Licensing (FFL) Level 1 (no selling, only service) 
license to perform the requested firearm repairs. Additionally, Sheriff licensing requires review 
and approval.  

Mayor Sessom opened the public hearing. 
 
Public Speaker(s) 
David Chidlaw 
James Woods 
Denise and Larry Craw 
Gino Bertussi Jr 
 
Action: Motion by Councilmember Jones, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gastil, to close 
the public hearing adopt the resolution reversing the decision of the Development 
Services Director conditionally approving the home occupation permit for Maintenance 
and Repair of Consumer Goods at 8204 Blossom Hill Court passed, by the following 
vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Gastil, Jones, Mendoza, Vasquez 
 
Resolution No. 2016-3408: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove 

Reversing the Decision of the Development Services Director Conditionally Approving a Home 
Occupation Permit for Maintenance and Repair of Consumer Goods at 8204 Blossom Hill Court, 
Lemon Grove, California 

 
2. Public Hearing to Consider Planned Development Permit PDP150-0003, Tentative 

Map TM0-000-0062, General Plan Amendment GPA-150-0003, and Zoning 
Amendment ZA1-500-0004 Authorizing a 25-Lot Subdivision and Construction of 
22 Dwelling Units on 2.064 Acres at the Southwest Corner of Palm Street and 
Camino De Las Palmas 

 

David DeVries reported that this project proposes six single-family units and eight twin-homes 
(two attached single-family units on separate legal lots) for a total of 22 dwelling units. It is 
designed to provide three detached single-family residences along the Palm Street cul-de-sac 
and three additional detached single-family residences at the northwest end of the project site 
on Palm Street adjacent to Liberty Charter High School. The remaining 16 dwelling units are 
composed of eight twin-homes, which are located along the remainder of the site that is 
adjacent to Palm Street, along Camino De Las Palmas, and in the center of the site. 

The proposed private street will take access from the cul-de-sac portion of Palm Street at two 
locations. The private street provides sidewalks on both sides and rolled curb and gutter s with 
increased widths in various areas to provide an enhanced pedestrian environment. Required 
guest parking will be provided by one on-street parallel parking space and a common parking 
area with five parking spaces and a bike rack. Other improvements for the project include a 
project monument sign on the cul-de-sac portion of Palm Street, hardscape, landscaping and 
irrigation, lighting, a detention basin at the southeast corner of the site, a six-foot high sound 
wall behind the proposed units on Lots 1 through 9 and the open space area, and stairs and a 
walkway that provide access from the project to Palm Street to the north. 
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The State has established Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) targets for each city in 
order to ensure adequate housing stock. The RHNA targets create a threshold for cities in order 
to obtain grant and transportation funding. This project works towards the City’s goals of 
meeting its RHNA figures. Staff projects that these homes will be available to households of 
above-moderate income level. The project also meets housing policies of the Housing Element 
as it relates to promoting a mix of housing types and encouraging a balanced mix of housing.  

The Lemon Grove Municipal Code allows applicants to request deviations from development 
standards through the Planned Development Permit process where it can be found that the 
project provides equivalent benefits and/or achieves efficiencies in use, structures, 
transportation and/or utility systems. The applicant proposes a pedestrian-oriented infill 
development with a mix of housing types (single-family homes and twin-homes); large setbacks 
from Palm Street and Camino De Las Palmas; bicycle racks for each residence and sited 
throughout the development; an enhanced common open space that provides a recreational 
area for the project; enhanced landscaping throughout the site; a public art feature; and 
residences that exceed energy efficiency standards. 

In order to accomplish this project design, the applicant requests various deviations from the 
Zoning and Subdivision Codes, including deviations to the building envelope, setbacks, lot size 
and dimensions, open space, building height, and public street requirements.  

Projects located in residential zones are required to landscape 15 percent of the total lot area. 
The project proposes a total of 42,123 square feet of landscaping or approximately 47 percent 
of the gross lot area. Proposed landscaping includes 33 street trees on Palm Street, Camino De 
Las Palmas, and the cul-de-sac portion of Palm Street. The 17 existing palm trees along the 
public streets will be retained, with 16 new street trees installed along the three adjoining public 
streets. An additional 78 trees will be planted on the property including five citrus and plum trees 
as required by the new landscape provisions. All landscaping along the street and on-site will be 
maintained by a private Home Owners Association (HOA).   

The Trip Generation Analysis that was prepared for this project estimates the project will 
generate approximately 220 average daily trips (ADT) per day. Based on the San Diego Traffic 
Engineers’ Council (SANTEC) and the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) document 
SANTEC/ITE Guidelines for Traffic Impact Studies in the San Diego Region, a traffic impact 
study is not required because the project’s trip generation is calculated to be less than 1,000 
ADT and less than 100 peak hour trips. Additionally, the Trip Generation Analysis determined 
that the ADT and number of peak hour trips generated by the proposed project does not trigger 
Caltrans’ threshold for a requirement to analyze State highway facilities. 

Approximately 90 percent of the trips generated by the proposed project are expected to be 
distributed onto Palm Street Street, with approximately 50 percent heading west into Lemon 
Grove and 40 percent heading east toward Spring Valley (County of San Diego). Palm Street is 
designated as a Class II Collector in the Mobility Element of the General Plan, and the addition 
of approximately 220 vehicle trips is not expected to have any significant traffic impacts. 

The project proposes two-car garages for all units, plus a total of six guest parking spaces, 
including one parallel space on the private street and five spaces within the private parking area  
located on the north side of the property. A celling-mounted bicycle parking space is provided 
within each garage, and bike racks will be provided in the common open space area and the 
private parking area. 

State Route 125 and Palm Street are the primary noise sources within close proximity of the 
project. A noise study was conducted for this project. It shows that predicted exterior noise 
levels at the proposed building façades and outdoor of the several lots generally along Camino 
De Las Palmas would all exceed the maximum 65 dB CNEL. As a mitigation measure, a six-foot 
sound wall will be constructed adjacent to these lots. In addition, the noise study showed that a 
“windows open” condition will not provide adequate interior noise mitigations at all units. 
Therefore, a “closed window” condition is required for all units subject to noise levels above 60 
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dBA CNEL to reduce interior noise levels to comply with the City of Lemon Grove requirements. 
The “windows closed” condition requires that mechanical ventilation be installed to move air 
within the structure. As a mitigation measure, specific construction assemblies and mechanical 
ventilation are required to ensure that the interior levels are reduced below 45 dBA CNEL. 
These mitigation measures have been included as conditions in the Draft Resolution of 
Approval. 

There is existing curb, gutter, and sidewalk along the frontages of Palm Street, Camino De Las 
Palmas and the Palm Street cul-de-sac. Additional street trees and landscape are proposed 
within the four to five foot wide landscape parkway behind the sidewalk.   

Appropriate street dedication is already provided on Palm Street and Camino De Las Palmas.  
There is an existing 52 foot right-of-way width on the Palm Street cul-de-sac where a 56 foot 
right-of-way width could be required.  Staff felt the existing street width was adequate to provide 
on-street parking, sufficient vehicle travel lanes, and sidewalk and landscape parkway to not 
warrant additional right-of-way dedication.   

Existing overhead utility lines located within the boundaries of the property or within the one-half 
right-of-way abutting the subject property are required to be placed underground. There is 
existing power poles located on the property.  The service on these poles is to be placed 
underground, as well as any new services to the project. A condition has been included in the 
Draft Resolution of Approval requiring the undergrounding of all new services to the proposed 
project. 

The applicant prepared a Hydrology Report, a Hydro Modification Plan (HMP), and a Major 
Stormwater Management Plan (Major SWMP) for this project. Low impact design, including 
permeable pavers in driveways and a detention basin will be used to minimize new stormwater 
created from this project. According to the Hydrology Report prepared for this project, the 
increase in flow is not anticipated to have significant impacts on the downstream storm drain 
facilities. The Hydromodification Plan prepared for this project determined that the post-
construction hydrologic characteristics of the project simulate the pre-development hydrologic 
characteristics at the point of compliance, and the project is not required to manage 
Hydromodification impacts.   

Mayor Sessom opened the public hearing. 
 
Public Speaker(s) 
Yana Beyer  
Roger Basinger 
Mark Brencick 
Chris Dahrling 
 
After discussion, it was recommended that the developer reevaluate the proposed project. 
 
Action: Motion by Councilmember Jones, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gastil, to close 
the public hearing passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Gastil, Jones, Mendoza 
Noes:  Vasquez 
 
3. Public Hearing to Consider Planned Development Permit PDP-150-0002, and 

Tentative Map TM0-000-0061 to Authorize a 14-lot Subdivision with 12 Dwelling 
Units on a 1.59-Acre Parcel at 6800 Mallard Street 

 
David DeVries stated that in 2008, the City Council approved a request from a different 
applicant to authorize the subdivision of the property into nine condominiums and a common lot 
to include a club house, off-street parking, and associated improvements (Tentative Map 
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TM0057 and Planned Development Permit PDP07-005). After the project’s approval by City 
Council, the project was never pursued. 

In June 2015, Infill Development Company purchased the proposed project and thereafter 
applied for a new tentative subdivision map and planned development that would allow 12 
single-family detached homes. Since the project did not substantially conform to previous 
approvals, new applications were required.   

The subdivision proposes 12 residential lots ranging in size from 2,715 to 4,307 square feet, a 
lot for a private street, and a lot providing common open space and storm water detention 
facilities. The proposed project consists of 12 detached single-family dwelling units, four of 
which will be restricted to moderate-income households as a part of a density bonus request. All 
the proposed dwelling units are two-story and have an attached two-car garage and a two-car 
driveway (allowing for four cars per lot) consistent with the surrounding single-family homes in 
the area. 

The 15,254 square foot open space lot is located along the east side of the site and includes 
three bio-retention areas, decomposed granite (dirt trail style) walking paths around the 
detention area and out to 69th Street, site furnishings, natural climbing structures allowing for all-
ages passive and active recreational uses, benches, site lighting, and gathering spaces. 

The common open space area is accessed from the development via a walkway along the 
southern property line of Lot 12 or via 69th Street along the seven foot wide property strip. 
Additionally, each unit has private open space (back yard) ranging from 759 to 2,248 square 
feet, providing an additional 13,132 square feet of private usable open space. 

The proposed private street will be accessed from Mallard Street. Along the main entry portion, 
the private street provides four-foot wide sidewalks and a four-foot wide planted parkway with 
enhanced street lighting, parking is not allowed on either side of the private street. The project 
requires a 30-foot dedication along the Mallard Street frontage and a three-foot dedication along 
69th Street. 

The State has established Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) targets for each City in 
order to ensure adequate housing stock. This project works towards the City’s goals of meeting 
its RHNA figures by providing four housing units to moderate income households (restricted 
covenant required) and eight units affordable to above-moderate income households (market 
rate). 

With the proposed density bonus allowed through the City’s Density Bonus Ordinance and 
required by State Density Bonus Law, 12 units are allowed, four of which will be required to be 
restricted to moderate income households as a part of the density bonus provisions. The 
proposed density for this project is 9.7 dwelling units per acre, which includes the proposed 
density bonus. This project is consistent with the City’s General Plan because it works toward 
the Housing Element goals of providing detached single-family homes and provides housing 
towards the City’s Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) goals. 

A total of 12 detached single-family residences are proposed, with two different floor plans, both 
of which are two-story. Floor Plan 1 provides 1,430 square feet of living area, including three 
bedrooms and two-and-one-half bathrooms, and a 479 square foot two-car garage/laundry area. 
Floor Plan 2 provides 1,619 square feet of living area with either three bedrooms plus a loft area 
or four bedrooms and two-and-one-half bathrooms, and a 446 square foot two-car 
garage/laundry area.  Both plans are Mission style and the materials are a combination of 
stucco, painted wood siding, plaster columns with stone bases, and asphalt composition shingle 
roofing.  Plan 1 is designed with a gable roof style, while Plan 2 is designed with a hipped roof 
style on the front and side elevations, and a gable roof viewed from the rear elevation. 

The project is located on the north side of Mallard Street on the westerly boundary of the City of 
Lemon Grove. Areas directly south, west, and north of the project area are located in the 
Community of Encanto in the City of San Diego. The project includes a private street which will 
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provide access to the residential lots. The project will generate approximately 120 average daily 
trips (ADT) based on a trip generation rate of 10 ADT for a single-family residence, or 120 trips 
for 12 single-family residences. Based on the San Diego Traffic Engineers’ Council (SANTEC) 
and the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) document SANTEC/ITE Guidelines for 
Traffic Impact Studies in the San Diego Region, a Traffic Impact Study is not required because 

the project’s trip generation is calculated to be less than 1,000 ADT and less than 100 peak 
hour trips. The project does not increase the volume-to-capacity ratio by more than 0.02 per the 
significance threshold of both the jurisdictions and therefore would not have an impact on 
adjacent roadway segments. The 69th Street/Mallard Street intersection is projected to operate 
at Level of Service (LOS) C or better with and without project conditions; therefore, the 
proposed project would not have a significant traffic impact under future conditions. 

Single-family residences require two parking spaces per dwelling unit, with the spaces required 
to be garaged. The project proposes two-car garages for all units, which meets Code 
requirements. In addition, each unit is designed with an 18-foot wide by 20-foot long driveway 
capable of providing off-street parking for two additional vehicles (4 spaces per unit).  There will 
also be eight additional on-street parking spaces provided along Mallard Street.    

The City of Lemon Grove Engineering Department is requiring a three-foot dedication along the 
69th Street frontage of the subject property.  The Engineering Department is not requesting 
public street improvements within the 14 feet fronting on 69 th Street because the improvements 
may create a safety hazard installed in such a small area. 

The Municipal Code requires that all of the overhead utility distribution facilities located within 
the boundaries of the subdivision or within any half-street width abutting the subdivision be 
placed underground.  There is one overhead utility pole located within the half-street width of 
Mallard Street abutting the property.  A condition has been included in the Resolution which 
requires that the overhead utilities along Mallard Street and 69th Street abutting the subject 
property be placed underground.  A condition has also been included requiring that the utility 
connections to the proposed single family dwellings be placed underground. 

The existing project site is within the Lemon Grove Sanitation District, but is not connected to 
the City’s sewer system. The City requires that all new dwelling units of the proposed 
subdivision be connected to a sanitary sewer system.  Since the site is surrounded by the City 
of San Diego on three sides and by Lemon Grove along the 69th Street frontage, the project 
could either connect to the City of Lemon Grove’s or the City of San Diego’s sewer system.  The 
applicant opted to connect to San Diego’s sewer system.  Conditions in the Resolution require 
that the subdivider obtain a sewer permit prior to the issuance of a building permit for the new 
residences.  The onsite sewer main is required to be private. 

The applicant prepared a Drainage Study and a Stormwater Management Plan for this project. 
The site runoff will be collected within the private street and conveyed to storm water retention 
areas within the open space area along the east side of the site. According to the Drainage 
Study prepared for the project, there are no major diversions of drainage that will create 
nuisances downstream. The project will detain the proposed runoff so that the amount leaving 
the site will be equal to or less than the amount leaving the site in the existing condition. This 
will be accomplished by the proposed storm water retention areas on the east side of the project 
site. The implementation, construction and on-going maintenance of the project components 
recommended in these reports are included as conditions in the Draft Resolution of Approval. 

Mayor Sessom opened the public hearing. 
 
Public Speaker(s) 
 

Robert Ito 
David Weiland 
Justin Ouye 
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Robert Robinson 
Thresia Routo 
Barbara Robinson 
Katie Barnhill 
Doris McCowan 
 
Action: Motion by Councilmember Jones, seconded by Councilmember Vasquez, to 
close the public hearing and adopt the resolution passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Gastil, Jones, Mendoza, Vasquez 

Resolution No. 2016-3406: Resolution of the Lemon Grove City Council Approving Tentative 

Map TM0-000-0061 Authorizing the Subdivision of a 1.59 Acre Parcel Into Twelve Residential 
Lots, One Common Lot for a Private Street, and One Common Open Space Lot on an 
Undeveloped Site at 6800 Mallard Street, Lemon Grove, California 

Resolution No. 2016-3407: Resolution of the Lemon Grove City Council Approving Planned 

Development Permit PDP-150-0002 Authorizing The Development of a Twelve Unit Single-
Family Planned Development Project on a 1.59-Acre Undeveloped Site at 6800 Mallard Street, 
Lemon Grove, California 

5. Authorization to Recruit Three Members of the Community Advisory Commission 
pursuant to Lemon Grove Municipal Code Chapter 2.08 

 

James Lough reported that on September 15, 2015, the City Council adopted an Ordinance to 
assign Planning Commission jurisdiction to the City Council.  The Ordinance also established 
the Community Advisory Commission (“CAC”).  The CAC is made up of three permanent and a 
variable number of temporary members.  The number and makeup of the temporary 
membership would change based upon the need for citizen-members as determined on an 
issue-to-issue basis by the City Council.   

The CAC would serve the role as either a Committee or Focus Group with the permanent 
members serving in the leadership positions for the Committee (i.e. Chair and Vice Chair of the 

overall committee or focus group and chairs of any sub-groups formed).  The purpose would be 
to provide more stability to the Committee/Group with less reliance on staff to assume a 
leadership role.   

The Community Advisory Commission consists of three permanent members who shall be 
residents of the City.  By resolution, the City Council can appoint additional members that serve 
for a limited duration (temporary) to assist the permanent members in the study of issues 
assigned to the Community Advisory Commission by the City Council.  Limited duration 
members can be residents, business owners or property owners within the City.   

Permanent positions on the Commission shall be appointed by the City Council and shall serve 
for a period of three years, or until reappointment or appointment of a successor. Temporary 
members of the Commission shall be appointed for a limited duration by resolution of the City 
Council that establishes the task to be studied by the Commission or by subsequent resolution.    
The temporary Commission members shall serve for the length of time designated in the 
Resolution of the City Council establishing the matter to be studied or as amended by 
subsequent resolution of the City Council.   

The Commission shall have all of the powers and duties established by state law, ordinances 
and resolutions, which the Council may enact. The City Council, acting as the Planning 
Commission in all matters, may delegate to the Commission advisory functions on a case-by-
case basis by Resolution.  It is the duty of the Commission to advise the City Council upon the 
amendment or revision of the General Plan when requested by the City Council.    



9 

The CAC will operate under the spirit of the Brown Act and comply with all public noticing and 
open meeting requirements.  Permanent CAC members will be required to submit conflict if 
interest forms and complete ethics training.  

Since the adoption of the Ordinance establishing the CAC, the City Council has been making 
changes in the code to reflect the changes in authority.  Most of the necessary changes have 
been made with some held in abeyance to make sure they do not conflict with changes reflected 
in the General Plan update.  This Agenda Item establishes the recruitment process to fill the 
three permanent positions of the CAC.  Each position will eventually have a three-year term.  It 
is recommended that the three members be appointed for staggered terms of one, two and 
three years.  A staggered appointment will help ensure continuity of leadership on the 
Committee  

It is recommended that the Announcement be published once in a newspaper of general 
circulation; posted on the City’s Website and a notice be sent to all persons on the City’s 
electronic mailing list.  The deadline for these notices would be April 28, 2016.  In addition to 
adopting the recruitment process, the City Council is asked to give direction to Staff on how it 
wishes to set up the procedures for the June 21st appointment process.  In the past, the City 
Council has used a variety of methods.  It has held interviews of either each candidate or the 
candidates that have been recommended participate in the interview process by at least two 
council members.  This second process is used when a large number of candidates have 
applied.  Other times, the Council has appointed from the application without interviews.  The 
Resolution does not require any particular method for choosing the three appointees.  It is 
asked that the Council either give direction to Staff at this meeting or wait until June 2nd and 
decide the process based on the number of applicants.  The revisions are as follows: offer these 
positions to previous Planning Commission members and off the terms for 1 year, 2 years, or 3 
years.  

 
Action: Motion by Councilmember Mendoza, seconded by Councilmember Jones, to 
adopt the resolution with revisions passed, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Sessom, Gastil, Jones, Mendoza 
Noes:  Vasquez 
 
Resolution No. 2016-3409: A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California Establishing a Recruitment Process to Appoint the Initial Three Permanent Members 
of the Community Advisory Commission 
 
City Council Oral Comments and Reports on Meetings Attended at the Expense of the 
City. (GC 53232.3 (d)) 

 
Councilmember Jones attended SANDAG’s Transportation Committee meeting. 
 
Councilmember Mendoza attended meetings of the County Board of Education, League of 
California Cites, Citizens of Courage luncheon, HealZone, and Alcohol Policy Council. 
Councilmember Mendoza commented on her Lemon Grove Community Walks and would like 
an update of the Joint Use Agreement with the Lemon Grove School District and the City at the 
next council meeting. 
 
Councilmember Vasquez attended the League of California Cities Statewide Housing and 
Economics Development Policy and Alcohol Policy Council Panel meetings along with a 
Heartland Fire Training Commission meeting.  
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Mayor Pro Tem Gastil attended MTS, LA/SD/SLO Rail Corridor meeting and a County Board of 
Education meeting.  
 
City Manager and Department Director Reports 
 

Mike James reported on the upcoming citywide clean-up event April 23rd and 30th. 
 
Chief Sitta reported the goat contractor is back in Lemon Grove for weed abatement. 
 
Lt. May introduced Sgt. Moody. 
 
James Lough clarified the quasi-judicial hearing and commented on the title and summary 
preparation for a possible medical marijuana dispensary. 
 
Adjournment 

 
There being no further business to come before the City Council, Housing Authority, Sanitation 
District Board, Lemon Grove Roadway Lighting District Board, and the Lemon Grove Successor 
Agency the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 

      Susan Garcia   
      Susan Garcia, City Clerk 


